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TH EBODH BATTVA CONCEPT

BODH BATTVA (Pah:zBodh isatla) s abeing who asp res for Bodh 1or Enligh tenm ent The
concep tofbodh lsattva (n eaning Buldha-t-be) is one of th em ost im portantconcep ts in
Buldhisn .Etym olog ically t e erm can be separated into o parts, bodh iand sattvazbodh i from
terootbuh, © be aw ake, m eans "aw akening * or “enligh tenm ent’ and “sattva® derived from sant,
tepresentparticp ke oftierootas, o be*, m eans “a being * or, literally, onewho ', "a sentient
being - H ence, t e term i taken to m ean “one w h ose essence is Enligh tenm ent’ or “enlig h tened
koow kdge’. By m p lication itm eans a seeker after enlyh ttnm ent a Buldha-to-be. There isako
a sy gestion tattePaliterm may be derived from bodhiand satta, (Skt. saka from samj) one
who isatiached 1 or desres o g ain enly h tenm ent”’

horg nalPaliBuidhism, tie term bodh isatia isusal m ore or kess exclusively  d es nate
G autam a Buldhaprior o h isenlyh tenm ent.

The conceptofbodh isattva, along w it tatofBuldha and oft e cakavartin (worli-ruler),
was in vog Le in hd i even before t e appearance of 6 autam a Buldha.When Prince Stidhart a,
who kter becam e G autam a Buldha, tbokconcep tion n tiew om b ofQ ueen M aya, a seer
pred cted tatSuldhodana's
future son woull be efber aw orli-ruler (cakkavartin)or a Buldha.Once, answ ering a g Lestion
by a braham n, tte Buldhah im selfadm itied tathe isneiber agod norayakkda, buta Buldha,
m eanng t ereby one ofa succession ofBuldhas (A 11 p .

38).

Thewelkkaow n Palistan; a sabbapapassa akarafal - kisalssa pasampad a,
sacittapariyodapanai - etal buldhana sasanai Qhp.st 183;Nettp.43)sttestatte
teach ing itcontains snotofasing ke Buldha butofallte Buldhas. The & magandha Sutla is
sim ibrly recorded asa d iscouse notofG autam a Buldha butofa pastBuldha nam ed Kassapa
Sn.w. 239 11).

Smmasam bodh 1or Pefect Enligh tnm entis an im personal tniversalphenom enon occurmg in
aparticulr contextbott ntine and in space and aBuldha ist usapersonwhore-d iscoverste
Dhamma, wh ich had becom e losttbo teworll and prochim sitanew (Puy.p-29).WhenG autam a
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Buldha appeared, however, hehim self aswellasot ersusad the term bodh isattva © nd cateh B
career from t e tin e ofh isrenunciation Y t e tim e ofh isenly h nm ent. Later, itsuse w as
extended b denoteteperiod from G autam a*s concep tion © t e enlig h enm entand, t ereafter, ©
allte Buldhasfrom ter conception o Buldhahood .By app lying tedoctne ofkarma and of
rebrt, which had generalacceptance even npre-Buldhist hd i, t e useoftie term wasfut er
extended 1 refer © tepastlives notonly ofG autam a Buldha, butalso oft ose rare beingswho
asp re for Perfect Enlg h tnm ent

The oblestTh eravada trad ition, as contained, for examp ke, n t e Mahapadana Suttanta Q . i
p-1)gnvesdetaikofsix Buldhasprior o 6 autam a. Th isd iscouse sattibuted © te Buldha
himself, who g ives te tin g, caste, fam ily, lengt oflife etc.ofthesepredecessorsofh 5. hte
Buldhaval sa, a bter workbebnging © t e Kiuldaka N ikdya, t e num ber increases © tw enty-
fivew it G autam a Buldha asth e lbstand t isnun ber rem ainsfixed in Th eravada trad ition.

H ow ever, t ese enum erations by nom eans in p ly t att ey are exh austive. lh t e Mah apadana
Sutianta teBuldha startst estbry oftesx Buldhasm erely by saying t atninety-one kappas
ajo terewasswch and such aBuldha, mplying tereby tatsuch beingswere notlim ied in
num ber. Fom t isitfollowsthat ifte Buldhasare nmnun erable, © e bod h Isattvas tbo m ustbe
nnun erable.

Whenprince Sddhart a attained Enlightenm enthed Il so asah un an being and lived and
passed away assuch .Asm entioned earlier, heh m selfadm itled tathewasaBuldha and nota
deva or any such spernaturalbeing .H ewasonly t e d iscoverer ofa lostteach ing _H isg reatness
wastathe found outw h ath iscontem poraries coull notd iscover atall or d iscovered only
incomp ktely _Hewasagenisby birt who ach ieved teh ipheststate possble for m an.Bot
ntellectielly and morally hewasa greatm an, astperman (nahapuis). h allt e stag es ofh is
Iife, from concep tion onw ard s, som et ng extraord nary wasseen nhim .

horder o understand who a bodh isatlva is itw oull be useful o exp bin briefly whoa Buldha
is. The Buldha-conceptin Theravada Buldh isn isnota personality cult; neit er istre Buidha an
objectofy borified devotion_H e isneit er a t eoretical m etaphysician nor am aterelist H e s not
arelg ousteach er who dem andsunguestioned boyalty like a Messieh _Heisamanwhohas
perfected h im selfby realising his "elf b teh ghestdeyreepossible forman. Only am an can
becom ea Buldha.

Therem ay be ot er spernatural being sinhabiting perhapsot er p bnetsin a g iven sokar
system . Butt ey are notcapable ofbecom ng fully enlgh tened unless t ere are p bnets sim ibr ©
ou ownwherehumanslive.Even 1fsch beingsare lead ing happ ier livesin ter non-h unm an
sheres, stillt ey are subjectto th e bw sofchange and evolution (@nicca or vaya-dhamma), and
assuch notfree from bt and death and t er atiend antconflicts:h ence t ey are notreleased
from dudda.

ABuldhasahunanbeing whohasrealised tiattiere isahapp ler sate tran tisworll of
cond mtioned phenom ena. After a persevering mentalstru g ke, h e realises t isuncond itioned state
@sarkat)wh ch sfree from duwality. Th isfreedom from d uality im p lies t e absence ofany
conflict @ Udd a). Th erefore, t isstate isdescribed asfree from bot sorrow and happness nte
ord nary sense. kistieh ghesthapp iness (parama-sukia) in t e tanscend ental sense. Assieh it
isnotsubject change and is terefore, mperhablke (@vyaya)and, t erefore, perm anent
@hwa). kst istatisdescribed asNirvada. The Buldha stepersonwhorealised t sfor te
firsttim e by h isow n effortand prockim ed itto teworll and hence, he istie Teach er (sattha).
Arhantsarehisd scip keswho follow h isteach ing . Bodh lsattvasare tosewh o asp re © be fully
enlyh tened ones or Buldhas, n preference 1o m erely becom g arh ants.

Stictly s eaking, te life ofthe Buidha com m enced only fom t e tim e ofh isenlg h tenm ent
and h is Iife before t Iseventw ast atoft e bodh isattva. The Buldhah im selfused teterm n
t issense and, itism ore tan probable t ath e occasionally referred  h ispreviousex siences n
hisdiscousestb tepeop ke inorder o ekciate aparticulr doctnalpoint The JAtakas found in
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teSutla Piiaka such astie

Mahagovinda Sutta © - Il pp 220 ff.), teMahasudassana Sutta © - W pp 169 fi)and te
Makiadeva Sutta (M . Il 74fF.) etc.bear outt isview . Besiies t ese, t ere seem s 10 h ave been
neit er a Jtaka collection as sueh, nor te developed concep toft e bod h isatlva practising
parm itas, untilam wch kter period .H ence itw oull appear tatt e concep toft e bod h isatlva
coull bedividled nb wo parts t e ory nalconcep tand t e concep tdeveloped by bter

Buldh ists.

Thedivison of Shoolswh ich began att e second Cowncilw it ¢ e separation ofti e
Mah asaigh kasako m ade itscontribution © t edevelopm entoft e bodh sattva cultin bter
literatLre as itm arked t e rem ote beg inning sofM ah ayana Bui dh isn .

The earliestuse of e term bodh isattva in Iieratire seen stobewhenteBuldharefersto te
daysprior o h isenligh tenm ent in sweh contextsasfhin t e days beforemy enlyh tenm enti or
fwhenasyetlwasonly a bodh isattval (M .1, pp.114, 163;M . Il p.119).Then,wehave te
Paliautiasreferred © above, nwh ch t e Buldha recountsa previousex istence ofh safter t e
fash on of t e bter Ataka stories. hte Buldhaval saand in te bter comm entariesw e seeh ow
t e concep thas been extended notonly in relation 0 6 autam a*sow n previous lives, butako asa
generalconcept

hteBuldhavai sawhich bebongst t e K uldaka-nikaya oft e PaliCanon, are found t e
life-stor ies of tw enty-five Buldhasofwhom G autamawast e st The nam esbywh ih hewas
konown duing hisf apprenticesh bl asa bodh isattva und er each oft e twenty-four Buidhas, are
ako g iven.The chronicle describes t e ten param itas, t e el h tcond itions necessary for t e
fulfiln entofBuldhah ood and t e bodh sattva's d ecision © postpone h isentty into N bbana. The
ot er early workt atdescribes t e bod h isatlva’s career st e M ah avastu Circa 1stor 2nd century
BLC.) a Sanskitw orkofth e Mah asangh kas.

Since te Buldha's teach ng isnotfatalistic buta couse ofm entaltaning m p ying constant
chang e until t e realisation of th e uncond itioned state of N rvad a, everyone has t e ability not
m erely 0 atlain release butalso 1o be auth oritative teach ers (i.e.perfectBuldhas)asw ell. Peop ke
w it lesser ability m ay restcontentw i m ere arhantsh b or by becom iy Pratyelka Buldhas.

Justas th e Th eravad ins in course of tim e bey an © By ¢ reater stess on ntellectial
developm entt an on rely buspractice and realisation, tosewh o advocated t e bod h sativa
meal asaprotestagainstth e t eoretical teach ng ofth e Th eravad ins, w entto t e ot er extrem e of
m aking ittoo practical by m aking t e bodh isattva som ew h at like a saviou as exenm p lified by
Avabkite:vara. Bveryone ties o be a Buldha t save ot erswh ile passively believing nte
saving grace oft e bodh isatlvas. The pend ulum swung from one exteme © te otier.G autam a
Buldha'steach ng ofpracticalpsycholog icaleth csand tatoft e avorlance ofextrem esw as
falling no oblivion.

h t isevolution oftiouh th e alituistic m otives wh ich had becom e m ore or kessm ere
ntellectual concep tsam ong t e Th eravad ins beg an 1 be greatly em phasised . Asa result,
ind vd walresponsioility, onwh ich e Buldhahas bl greatstress, began © be overboked .Th 5
tendency wasdeveloped  ftsexten e, specially n t e Far Eastt e resultsofwh ich are © be
seen in t e concep tof Buldha Am iibha and ofth e Bodh isattva Avabkite: vara as em bod im ents
ofcom passion, an alkm erciful d vine fat er, wh ose soke aim isto deliver all living being s from
suffering -

Th sdevelopm entw as t e natural resultoft e ntrinsic h um an natre wh ich seeks for external
proctection and consobtion eitter nam alke or a fem ale d winity . it an extension oft e fat er-
m ot er concep tand can be found in any developed rely bussystem .But6 autam a Buldha firm ly
believed t atBuldhasare only pat findersand teach erswh o, outofcom passion for all living
being s, preach tedoctine ofdeliverance wh ch hast be ind ivd Lally realised by tew ise. As
such, te Kea of salvation, excepttirouh teteach ng wh ich every person hasto follow
ndivdwally, isforepnohim . Thisswhy teBuldha'steach ing isregarded as o dem and ng
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in practice.

kwasshown earlier how, by te app lication ofth e d octt nes ofkarm a and rebirt, t e Iife of
t e bodh sattva was extend ed backw ards © an mnum erable num ber ofex stences. The doct ne of
karm a m p lies t at ntellecttal and m oral g reatness cannotbe prod uced w i outg reateffort. The
necessary taning and d iscip line cannotbe practised  perfection in a sing ke life-tin e_H ow ever,
t isdd notm ean t atenl h &m nentcoull notbe obtaned inag iven tin e. On t e contary, It
wasoften asserted tatsuch atlanm entispossbke in t isvery life ( iffieva dhamme)provided
tedevoteehast erequired qurlification for arhantsh ip and itist e duty ofevery follbw er ©
atiem ptsuch ach ievem ent

Kkisofinterestto seehow te conceptoft e bodh isattvahasdeveloped downteages. The
h storical facts aboutt e Buldha are notd ifficultto determ ne.H e beganh islife asSkdhart a,
son ofa lbocalrajah mnort hd e n te 6t centuy B.C.Atfrsthe quite enjoyed sensial
p keasures buth s attitud e © sueh sekf nd uly ence w as quite d ifferentfrom t atoft e ord nary
man. Evenwh ile enjoying p keasue, h e ntuitively feltt attue and bsting happ ness coull never
be found by g ving Into each and every sensualatiraction. Thatw oull kead o m oraland
ntellectelrun, resulting n becom ing subjectto m ore and m ore sufferng _H ew as sue ofth is.

Hegotmarried and begota son and stillh e feltt att atw as nott e ultin ate fulfiln entof
hum an life. H s nner ug e coull notstop atanyt ng shortoffulland com p kete selfrealisation,
notonly for h isow n private release, butakso for te good ofh um anity asawhole.Thismadeh im
t nk FArsthe ook a selfm ortifying life, and when t atfailked, h e, after a severe m ental
sty ¢ ke, ach eved perfection by becom ng aBuldhaand tena teacher.

Duing terestofh iscareer of forty-five years, he gave h isfind ngs o t e restofh um anity by
oralpreach ing @hamma-desana) wh ich wasth e bestm et od ofd issem inating know kdge in
tosedayswhenwriting and read ng ofbooksw ere notcom m on.Th ere wasnot ng m ystic about
teBuldha.H ewasapracticalm an, a psych mtistw h o, after realising t e cause ofm an's
toubles, was eag er  convey t e benefits ofh isrealisation © t e restofh um anity, wh ich hed
quite successiully

There sno reason 1 dolbtt ese sim p ke facts ofh sory . But n course of tim e, t ese facts
becamem ixed yp wib much kyend and © e Buidha'steach ng becam e m ore or kessa devotional
cult. Ksrationalistic and practical nature began © go under-ground . Theh gher life
(rahmacariya)wast ouh tofas som et ing im practicable and grad wally Buldh isn lostits
pragm atic character.Coup ked w ith t ese tendencies tiere w ast e inborn h um an need for a fat er-
fyueoramoter-fiyue o fallbackuyon.Allt ese ked © t e creation ofa Buidhology.

For t e artist, Iiterary asw ellasp bstic, t e Buldha becam e an objectofstdy and devotion.

H ewasanalysed from every possible ang ke and various t eories reg ard ng h iscareer w ere
evolved asfor nstance, whent e org naltp ke chssification (0fti epat ofrelease)sih
(morality) samadh i (m ind-cultre)and paoea (W isdom )wasresolved nto tenparam as. The
bod h isatlva becam e a specil kind ofG od- like ch aracter, t e like ofwhom coull hard ly be an
actiality . kwasasapartoft isdevelopm entt atthem an events ofth e bodh lsattva's life w ere
portrayed asbeing accom panied by m racles.

A bod h isattva’s career shoull startw it h ism aking a resolution before a Buldha (@bh inéh ara-
karada or makpradiihana) becom e a Buldha for tiew eMare and liberation ofall creatures. h
bter literature t isabh indhara ispreceded by aperiod duing wh ich t e bod h isatlva practises
manopraduhi,whenheresoles nhism nd adesre © becomeaBuldhaw b outdeclring h is
ntenton © ot ers.

Even for t e abh indhara or t e firstresolve 0 becom e a Buldha t be effective, egh t
cond rionsh ave © be fulfilled . These are tatt e asp rantshoull be ahum an being, am alke,
aufficiently developed 5 ritLally © becom e an arhantin t atvery life, arechse atbhe tine oft e
dechration, tathe shoull m ake t e resolution personally before a Buldha, t ath e sh oul
possess t e jhanasand be prepared t sacrifice even h is life. Th e resolution h as © be absoluiely
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firm .

There are e h teen naws) Kows states nto wh ich a bod h sattva iIsnotborn_H e s never born
bInd, deaf, nsane, cripp led, am ong savag es, asa shve or asa heretic_H e never chang esh Is s,
is never ¢ uilty oft e five helnouscrim eswh ich becom e im m ed BEely effective @3nantar ilka-
lkamma)and he never becom es a kper. Sioull he be born asan anim alh e isnever born big g er
tananekphantor smaller tan aquail. H e Enotborn asa peta or n Avicinor ntehelk
koow n as blantarika, wh ich are eternally darkeH e s notborn asa Mara nor asa Sui dhavasa
deva, nor in t e Form less @ardpa)worlis, nor in anot er cakavak (ShA. I pp .50 fF).

According © J.VV 1 p.552 allbod h sattvas m ustm ake t e five | reatsacrifices
(mahapariccaga)ofy iving up wife, ch iliren, kingdom, life and Iim b.

The Buldha, beforewhom teabhindhara ismade, boks into t e futLre and, if satishied ,
dechres t e fulfiln entoftew id, g ving allt e particulrs of such fulfiln ent. Th isdechkration B
called veyyalarada (St vyakarada)and ism ade ako by all subsequentBuldhaswhom te
bodh isattvam eetsd uring h iscareer. Fom here onwards, tillh e attians Enligh ternm ent, allh is
activities are d rected tow ards t e practice of th e perfections (param itas).Asm entioned earlier,
t eseperfectionsw ere bter enum erationsand t ere are slig h td ifferences bew een t e Paliand te
Sanskeitlists.H ow ever, ter teme istiesan e wh ich iset icalperfection.

Orp nally, tere seem t have been only sk param itaswh ich were bter made ntoagroy of
ten. The earlier six, asg iven n Buldh istSanskeitw orks, are as follow s:d ana (liberality) sk
(m orality), kianti (patience), viriya (energy) dhyana (concentation)and parca (W isdom ). The
fou spp lem entary param itAsare waya or wpaya kawralya (skill nm eans), pradhana
(resolution), bak (streng t )and jeana (know kedge:H ar Dayal The Bodh isatlva Doctine in
Buldh istSanskitliterature, London, 1932, p.168 ). h te Pali listt ere isnekddamma
(renunciation) instead ofdhyana wh ile paya, bak and jeana are rep lbced by sacca
(tub fulness) metta (Joving -kindness)and ek a, (equanim ity)resp ectively .

The lengt ofabodh Eattva's career varies:som e practise t e param itas for at keast four
asarTkieyyasand one hundred tousand kappas, ot ersfor atleaster h tasarTki eyyasand one
hundred tousand kappasand yetot ersfor sixteen asaThk eyyasand one h undred t ousand
lkappas. Thefirstoft eseperiodsist e very keastrequred and isintended for tosewho excel n
wisdom (parved) temdlkperiod for tosewho excel n fait (saddha)and te bstand te
long estfor t ose w h ose ch ieffeature Isperseverance.

An im portanteventin t e bodh isattva's life t atoccuswhenhe spendsh ispenultin ate life n
t e Tusita h eaven iscom ng © te conclusion tathe shoull keave t e Tusita h eaven and be
reborn asaman.Ast ism om entarrives, tiere ism wch excitem ent  abihalk) because of various
sgnsappearing n teten-tousand worl-system s.

Alltedevascom e toget er and requestt e bodh isattva © seekbrt asahun an being,
wherewpon t e bod h isatlva m akes t e five ¢ reat nvestiy ations (pacca-m ah a-vilokana)reg ard ing
tetme tecontinenttephbce ofbirt, hismoterand telifespan kftoher.Thetine (k)
has 0 be nvesty ated because Buidhasdo notappear nteworlh whenm en live for m ore tan
one hundred t© owsand yearsor lkesstan one hundred . Buldhasare born only n Jam bulvipa
(hort hd B)and only ntebrahmada or t e kattiya clhn.Once t ese investy ationsare m ade
tebodh isattva proceedst e Nandanavanawherehe form ally d sappearsfrom among t e
devas.

Th e concep tion ofth e bod h Isatlva isatiended by variousm rackes.Bot n Paliand Sanskeit
soucesan atiemptismade to show tatatt e actalm om entofconcep tion t ere isno physikal
wnion offatier and moter W ith regard © t e general life ofa bod h isatlva asg iven in t e books,
tefollow ng accountfrom teD ictionary of Paliproper Names, 6 P.Makhbsekera (Il pp -324-
7) may be quoted -f On t e day ofh isconcep tion, © e Bod h sattva’sm ot er akes t e vow s of
fasting and celbacy att e conclusion ofa greatfestival and whenshehasretred © restsh e
dream st att e Fou RegentG odstakeher w it her bed, bateher n t e Anotatia bke, cld her
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ndivinegarmentsand plceher nagobenpalce surounded by allkinds ofluxuy . As s e lies
tereteBodhkattva nteform ofawh ite elephantentersher wom b tirouph herrghtsde.The
eart tem blesand allt e ten t ousand worli-system sare filled w it rad ance. hmed Btely te
fou Regent6 odsassum e g uard over m other and ch il .

FThrowhoutt eperiod ofpregnancy, wh ch lstsfor ttnm ont s exactly, tem ot er rem ains
free from ailn entand seestechill mher wom bsitting cross-kyged .Attieend ofte ten
montssiegiveshirt otechill,standing inagrove, never indoors. Suldhavasa brah m as, free
from allpassion, firstreceive tie ch il nagoben netand from tem t e Fou Rejentt ods take
him onanantebpeskin and presenthim ©hismoter.

FThouh tebodhisattva is born free ofthem Lcous ot erw ise presentatbrt , o show ersof
water one hot teotier coll, fallfrom tesky and battem ot erand chibl. The ch il ten takes
sevenstijes o te nort, stand ing firm ly on h isfeet, bokson all siies, and seeing no one
anywhere o equalh im, announces h issprem acy over tewholeworll and t e factbatt s s
his bstbrt . Sevendaysafter brt h ismoter d ies. Sie d kes because st e m ustbear no ot er
being .

fThe Bodh isattva's bstbrt isatiended by m racles. Soot sayers, being sum m oned, see on
techill'sbody et rty-two-marksofa G reatMan (naha3puisa)and dechre t attie ch ili
w illbecom e et er a Cal<avattiora Buldha. H sfater, destring tath sch il shallbe a
Cal<avatti, rat er tana Buldha, bringshim uyp n greathxuy, h ding from him allsn and
u Iness ofttew orll . Butt e destiny ofa Bod h isativa asserts itself; and he becom es aw are oftie
presence nteworll ofol age, d sease, death and t e freedom ofm nd © be found n t e life of
arecluse. Uged by tedesire o discover the cause of suffering nteworl and teway outofit,
teBodhsatla leaves teworll on teday ofh sson'sbhirt

f Having kfttheworl, te Bodh isattva practises t e austerities, t e period ofsuch practices
varyng . ....... Onteday tieBodh sattva atiams o Buldhah ood, h e receives am eal ofm illker ice
(bayasa)from awomanand a g iftofkusa-grass, enerally from ané jivaka, wh ich he spreads
wnder te Bodh itree for h is seat The sk e of th s seatvaries.

f Before t e enlig h tenm entt e Bod h isativa h as five g reatdream s ()t att e worll ish iscowch
witt teH mmahbyaashispillw, h is kfthand resting on t e eastern sea, h isrgh ton t e w estern
and h is feeton t e south ern; i) t ata blde oftiriya (ksa)g rass, g row ing from h is navel
touhesteclus; @i tatwhitewormsw it blackheadscreep wp from h isfeet, covering h s
koees; (V) t atfou brdsofvaried hes from tefou quartersoftieworll fallath is feetand
becomewh ite; (V) tathewalksto and fro on aheap ofdung, by wh ich h e rem ains unsoiled .

f The nextday t e Bod h isattva sitscross-kegged onh isseatfacing t e east, determ ned nott
risetillhehasatiained hisqgoal. Thegodsofallteworbisassem bkt dohim honou, butM ara
comesw it hism ghty hostsand tegodsflee.Allday, t e fiyh tcontinues betw een Mara and tie
Bodh isattva; t eparam & alone are presentt kend t er ail © t e Bodh sattva, and whente
m om entcom es, b egoddessofth e eart bearsw iness 0 h isg reatsacrifices, wh ilke Mara and h is
arm kesretire d iscom fited att ehou ofsnset tegodst enreturning and sing ng a paean of
vicory.

fMeanwh ile ti e bod h isattva spendsthe nigh tin deep concentation;duing te firstwatch he
acqures know kyde ofpastlives, duing tesecond watth hedevelbpstied vine eye, wh ike
duing te bstwath hepondersoverand compreiends t e Paticcasam wppada doct ine.
Backwardsand forwardsh ism nd tavelsover t e chan ofcausation and twelve tin es t e earty
tem bles.W 1 sunrise, om niscience dawnsonh im, and he becom esti e Suprem ely Aw akened
Buldha, uttering h isulana ofvicory whilttewholeworl rejoicesw it him

IFt e bodh sattva il eal ofth e Mah dyana be rejarded asa protestagainsttiearhantdealoft e
H &nayana, t ere isan im portantfactt atneed s chrification. Th isisth e ch arg e of selfish ness
brouh tagainstt e arhant h t isconnection tere ism Lch m isunderstand ng - The charg e of
selfish ness has 0 be kevelled notag ainstt e arh antsbutag ainst th ose Th eravada m onkswh o h ave
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portayed arhantsh p asa selfist dealby ter own behaviou and writingsand terebymadete
h gherrel ows life (orahm cariya or adh isik)appear as som et ng wnpracticable.

The Buldhahasclearly shown,bott by examp ke and precept te vale ofworking for te
welfare ofot ers. The s ritofh isteach ing isth atone shoull enligh ten oneselffirstand t en tty
toheb tosetatcanbehebed asclearly expressed mntiewelkknownwordsoft e Buidha
whenheaddressel t e firstsixty arhants o devote t em selves o t e service ofotiers (Vin. 1, pp.
19-20). Healbo discouaged mereph ibbsophy and speculation ifith ad no practical valLe.

But quite in contast® t s noble exam p ke oft e Teach er, h is later follow ers, nstead of
follow ng by practice t e reli ous life h e d iscovered and prom uljated, began o m ake m ere
academ ic stuly tereofasan end n iself. Th ey becam e speculatorsand ph ilosophers, w it very
littke practice. Th e H &nayana m onkbecam e m ore or lkess a fossilised antije living naworll of
hisown.

Theprotestoft e Mahayanistw as ag ainstt i fossilisation and resultantind okenee, and not
ajainsttearhantdealassuch . The Buldha and t e g enune arhantsw h o, after ach ieving ter
releasehebed mankind, have © be absolved oft ischarge of seHisiness.Y et on te ot er hand,
when tebodh sattva tealwasadvocated, tependulum swung © t e ot er exttem e ofm ere
bod h isattva w orst p . Th e extem e ntellectLalisn oft e H dnayana wasrep lced by t e extem e
em otionalism ofdeveloped Mahayana. The tue sp ritoftie Buldha'steach ing lies in betw een, n
aharm onious com bination of intellectand em otion, ofhead and heart, oft eory and practice.
Thatwoull be t e perfection ofcharacter asunderstood in Buldh isn .

The PaliCanon show s little nteresteit er in ph ibosoph ical speculation or n t e personality of
tebodh sattvaswho are simp ly teated asf krvalform sl oftte Buldha.6 autam ah im selfw oull
nothave denied t e possibility ofbecom ing a Buldha © anyone who isintellectually and m orally
m ature. The sy nificantfact ist atitbecam e quite ncred ble tataswerior beiny such asa
Buldha shoull be suldenly produced inahuman fam ily .H ewasnott be exp bined asan
incarnation_H ence 1tw asquite log kcaland ed ifying © teath m asaprodwtofa long evolution
ofvirte, extend ng over several existences ofgood deedsand noblke asp rations, culn mating n a
being swperior © bot godsand men.

Sueh abeng rem ains in t e Tusita h eaven n h ispenultim ate ex istence briing t e appropriate
tim e 0 be born am ong men_ b & ism anner t e PaliCanon, quite log ically, recog nises t e
bodh isatlva asa rare type ofm an appearing ata certain stage n tin e and space. klkaves t e
m atter att at. But bter works like t e Buldhaval sa, Cariyapifala, t e Palicom m entaries and
t e Mahayana sitrasw enton develop ing t e bodh isatlva concep tin such a w ay tath e becam e an
objectofdevotion and h ish um an nature grad Lally d isapp eared . Th e M ah dyanists, n tying ©
remedy t e sitLation, ended Lp by making h im a saviou .

Accord ing  teH dnayana view, t e bod h isattva’s p enultin ate life isgentin t e Tusita
heavenwherehe enjoystiepower and p kendour ofany hd ian deity . But as itd @ notadm it
m ore tian one Buldha ata tim e, t ere w as evidently also only one bodh lsatlva ata tin e in Tusita.
h Mah ayana, how ever, t e m ultip lication ofnotonly celestial Bul dhas butalkso of celestial
bod h isatlvas becam e sLch a pop ular ©em e t atas tin e w enton t er num bers becam e end less.

Thebodh isatlva deal w ih Ttsm ore practical attitul e © life, em phasises t e value of fam ily
life. Renuncition ofhowseh oll life never m eantrunning aw ay from life.N rvada was o be
souy h tnotoutsil e sail sara butw b in LG autam a Buldha never recom m ended a “life of
alootness or ofperennial sechusbn .’ H e w as notan escap istand wanted none © be so.Whathe
tauhtwastatow ing © pnorance @vijja) peop ke do notsee t ingsast ey really are, and as
such teyaregiven o ter desres,which ntunprolbong ter suffering _H ismetod wast
rem ove t isveil of g norance so tatterewoull be Ight

kistierem ovalofm ental illusion, resulting i a psych olog ical revolution, wh ich m akes one
free from t e tam m els oford nary birt, d sease and deat . Th iscannotbe ach leved by running
away from Iife. Theproblem hasto be solved by facing and overcom ing it by chang ng t e inner
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self, tem nd where liest e cause oftieproblem . btk a chang e ofattitd e and outlook resulting
from terem ovalofignorance.Such aperson livesin teworll, butisnotofteworl.

IFa person can becom e enlgh tened after lead ng a fam ily life, asprince Sdhartah im self
d,hewoull certainly be am ore usefulm an t an a sanctim oniousascetic living in t e jung ke.
And itst iskind ofpue socil life tatt e bodh isatlva ©l ealrecom m end s. Th e ancientem phasis
on nward life sy venanew app lication.Thegod ly and efficienthym an so envisaged 5
exem p lified nte fiyue of VimakKrt described in te, VimabKrtinird eza.

Thiswealby househobler whowasresil ing atVakak, lived fonly for t e sake oft e
necessary m eans ofsaving creatures;abundantly rich, ever careful ofth e poor, pue n sekf
d iscip Ine, obed ientto allprecep s, rem oving allang er by t e practice ofpatience, rem oving all
st by tepractice ofd ilg ence, rem oving alld istactionsofm nd by ntentm ed iation,
rem oving all g norance by fullhess ofw isdom ;touwh hewasbuta sim p ke bym an, yetobserving
tepuemonasticdiscpIne;touh living athom e, yetnever desrousofanyt ing ;t ouh
possessing aw ife and ch iblren, always exercising p ure virttes; touh surowunded by h isfam ily,
hoddng alboffrom worllly pleasues;touh wsing tejewelled ornam entsoftieworll, yet
adorned w it sprittels kendou ;touh eating and drinking, yetenjoying t e flavou oft e
raptre ofm ed flation; touh frequenting tegam bling house, yetkeading tegamblersinb te
rghtpat ;ouh com ng N contactw it heresy, yetnever ktting histue faih be mmpared ;
touh having aprofound know kedge ofworli ly kearning, yetever finding p kkasue ntet ings
oftespritastauh thy te Buidha;touh profiting by allprofessions, yetfar above being
absorbed by tem ;benefitting allbeing s, g oing w h eresoever h e p leases; ever teach ing t e young
and gnorant whenentering tehalloflearning ;m anifesting © all t e error ofpassionwhen n
tehousofdebawchery;persuad ng allto seektehgher t ngswhenatteshop oftew ne-
dealer;preaching tte bw whenamong wealtiy peop ke; tach iny t e ks2atryaspatience;
rem oving arrogance when am ong Brah m ans;teach ng justice ©© t e g reatm nisters; ach ing
byalty and filialp ety ©0 ti e princes;tach ing honesty b t e
bd lesoft e coutpersading temassest cherish virtLeld

The bod h lsattva concep thad its nflence in t e evolution ofking & b in Sri Lanka o. For
som e tim e betw een b e fout and teelvent centriesAC . tie kingsofSi Lanka began  be
regarded notasord nary h um an being sbutas bod h isattvas. Th e Jetavanaram a skb-inscrip tion of
Mahinda M and t e Pritid anaka-m ad Gapa inscrip tion of N issarTka Malk are nstanceswheretie
rulersrefer © t em selves as bod h sattvas. Th e Rajatarangand (p 470 and t e N ilkdyasai ¢ rahava,
ed . Kum aradatung a, p 24)alkso bear evid ence 1 t is. Parakeam abah u llsays t ath e w ould
becomeaBuldha (Mahavai sa, ch .86, st 7).

Charlks Eliotm entionst atin Ch na t ere sa system ofadm ission nto t e Ord er conssting of
tiree stages:adm ission (pabbajja) h gher ord haiton (Lpasampada)and t e acceptance ofthe
bod h isatlva vow s (1 oupursa-ch ich ). The buning oftie cand bate’'shead from tiree o egh teen
p bces s sall © be an essentialpartoft e cerem ony oftaking t e bod h Eattva-vow s (H ind uisn
and Buldhisn, HLp_328).

Theworsh p ofbodh lsatlvas needed iconog raph icalrepresentation and ¢ isneed hasbeenm ore
t an fulfilled by t e creation ofan abundance ofbod h isatlva im ag es, ecilly n t ose count ies
tataccepted Mahayana.Buldh istartbecan e tericher tirouh t ese artistic creations. h te
subsegLentphases ofth e bodh lsattva-cultt ese d eified personageswere g venm any form sin
order 1 sym bolise t er m ultifar ious functions. Som etin es ey w ere g ven m any h ead s and
many arm swh ich practice has som etim es ked 1 t e creation ofsuch fiy ures as exem p lified by t e
t ousand-arm ed Avalokite:vara from Japan.
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